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Dear Wetlanders,

| hope the new year is starting off on a positive note for all of you. Although theladlatays increase in
COVIEL9 infections nationwide has dampened our spirits a bit, | am still optimistic about our chances of
finally moving beyond the pandemic i@22 and back into some sense of normalcy. The Association of Ste
Wetland Managers (ASWM) is still planning on holding its arfwgé/Tribal/Feleral Coordination meetinim
person March 28 April 1, 2022, at the National Conservation Training Center if circumstances allow.

On the federal policy side of things, there is still a lot of activity. As you will see9nRny (CRdESECtionN,
the decision by the Army Corps of Engine@rsot relyon 404 jurisdictional permitting decisions made unde
the Navigable Waters Protection Rule is bound to create much tension and debate. | also included a sto
givestribute to the lives ofrecentlydeceased Thomas Lovejoy a@adward O. Wilsogq two incredibly
prominent and pioneering naturalists. The work of Thomas Lovejoy, in particular, had a tremendous infly
on my professional career and the world of conservation biology and ecology owe an enormous bietbt to
scientiss forall their collective years of hard work and groundbreaking research.

In State and Tribal News, you will findtary of particular importance to tribeegarding thelJ.S.
OYPBANRBYYSyiGlt t NRGSOII drawand reedhsidorea DramprRd@rinstiatiod gecisiog to
grant Oklahoma authority over environmental issues on tribal land. This decision could have far reachin
implications for tribal sovereignty. And in Potpourri, we have included an inspiring story latmutne
scientist/artistis using her talentto create sculptures exploring the effects of degel rise.

L Ftaz2 +Y LXSIFIaAaSR (2 |yy2dzyOS GKFG ! dzZRNI al NI A
editorial respnsibilities foWetland News Digestarting next month. As always, if you have any news stor
to share with us, please send themriews@aswm.orggs

Best wishes for a healthy and productive 2022!

Marla J. Stelk
Editor,Wetland News Digest
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Clean Water Act policy could spur widespread disarray

By Hannah Northey E&E News January 14, 2022

The Biden administration last week quietly and abruptly announced th.
developers can no longer rely on decisions made under afigfiie
Trumpera Céan Water Act rule about which waters are federally prote:
to obtain new permitsLegal experts say the move could haveréaching
effects throughout the building, mining and agricultural sectors. At isstL
a Jan. og on the Army Corps of Engineers website explaining the ag
gAtf ay2d NBte 2y¢ Fy | LILINRGISR
the TrumpS NI bl @A 6fS 21 GSNAR t NRG S
RSOAAA2Y®E 9t ! RAR y20G AYYSRALIG
and its possible ramification®ead moe here

We¢KSe al¢g 0ATISNI GKAYyIaAaQyY waiOKL
Lovejoy remembered

By Patrick Greenfield The Guardiarg January 13, 2022

h@dSNJ / KNAadYlra FyR GKS ySg &SI N
died. Thomas Lovejoy, a conservation biologist credited mathularising
thetermd 0 A 2 R A ah@ aldassionaté defender of the Amazon, died
25 December. A day later, Edward O Wilson, known to naatiye

G Y 2 R-@aM3/1 NJj died in Burlington, Massachusetts. On 2 January
Richard Leakew world-renownedKenyanconservationisivho helped
establish Africa as the birthplace of humankind, died at his home in Ne¢
Read more here

Original caretakers: Indigenous groups team up with conservationists
protect swaths of US

By Hallie Golden The Guardiarg January 3, 2022

In 2020, an environmental neprofit returned over a dozen acres in
Oregon to the Clatsaplehalem Confederated Tribes. Two months later
conservation group worked with the Esselen Tribe of Monterey cotmty
return more than 1,000 acres in California to the tribal groipd then late
last year, in one of the largest transfers of its kind, an environmental
organization returned thousands of acres of wildlife rangeland

in Washingtonstateto the Colville Tribesead more here



https://www.usace.army.mil/Media/Announcements/Article/2888988/5-january-2022-navigable-waters-protection-rule-vacatur/
https://www.eenews.net/articles/clean-water-act-policy-could-spur-widespread-disarray/
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/13/they-saw-bigger-things-richard-leakey-edward-o-wilson-and-thomas-lovejoy-remembered-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/washington-state
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jan/03/original-caretakers-indigenous-groups-team-up-with-conservationists-to-protect-swaths-of-us?bbeml=tp-pck9Q6QNPEiuBt3JmyTokQ.joLPWOPHaoEKyP5UMCKpo1w.rjRX59RKIDEKU_Jix2eTgJg.lhPHKmKF3B0-OuFtuS4ieRg
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
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Upcoming ASWM Members' Webinar Series
Members’ Only Webinars - Join ASWM Here

Transforming Communications with the Public about Water Quality: How
to Use EPA's “"How's My Waterway" Data Application

Wednesday, January 26, 20227 3:00 p.m.i 4:30 p.m. Eastern
Presenter:

Kiki Schneider, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Register Now More Information

Coastal Wetland Migration as a Climate Change Resiliency Strategy:
Conservation Planning and Decision Making

Wednesday, February 23, 2022 7 3:00 p.m.i 4:30 p.m. Eastern
Presenter:

Mary Schoell, NOAA Digital Coast Fellow

Register Now More Information

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 1 3:00 p.m.i 4:30 p.m. Eastern

Presenter:

Laura Lapierre, Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation

Register Now More Information

A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be available
for this webinar. Free Certificates of Participation are a benefit of ASWM membership. Non-
Members who request a certificate will be charged a processing fee of $25.00. Certificates are
not available for viewing recorded webinars. Click here for more Information.
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https://www.aswm.org/join-aswm
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/9887-about-certificates-of-participation
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5940111988481693966
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2519683047250994703
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7915004197094159120
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#mem012621
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members042822
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members022322
https://www.aswm.org/join-aswm

National News

Nearly half of GDP in cities at risk of disruption from nature loss

ByZack Budryk The Hillg January Z, 2022

[2a4 2F O0OA2RAQOSNBAGE YR yI (dzNB
domestic product (GDP) at riskgcording to research released Mondaythe
World Economic ForunMore than 70 percent of the 576 biggest urban
centers worldwile, comprising more than 1.4 billion people, are at elevate
extreme risk from environmental hazards like pollution, water contaminat
or extreme heat, according to the repoRRead more here

150 exEPA staffers ask Virginia lawmakers to oppose Wheeler nominatic

By Rachel FrazmThe Hillg January 14, 2022

More than 150former Environmental Protection Agency employees are ul
+ANBAYAL fF6YF]1SNR G2 2LI112asS GKS
EPA chief to a higtanking environmental positiorin an open letter written
G2 GKS adlrdSQa &Sy lséskeddnamn taiokp®seT 2 N.
the impending nominatiorof Andrew Wheelera former coal lobbyist, to
serve as the state's Natural Resources SecreRagd more here

NOAA names Lonigland Sound estuary as a protected place

By Brooke Migdon The Hillg January 14, 2022

TheNationalOceanicand AtmosphericAdministrationon Fridaydesignateda
new nationalestuarineresearchreservein LonglslandSound.The
ConnecticutNationalEstuarineResearctReservespansmore than 52,000

. acresacrosghe southeastermpart of the state, NOAAsaidin anewsrelease
Website Thel 3 § y MaBoQ=3E stuarineResearciReserveSysterris a network of
coastalsitesdesignatedo studyestuarinesystemswherefreshwaterfrom
bodiesof water like riversmixeswith saltwaterfrom the ocean.Estuariesare
About ASWM hometo diverseplant andanimalcommunitieswhichhaveadaptedto
brackishwater, or amix of freshwaterand saltwater.Rea more here

OCIATION OF

o

m EPA Takes Key Steps to Protect Groundwater from Coal Ash Contaming

Science U.S. Environmental Protection Agercyanuary 14, 2022
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is taking severe
Wetland Programs actions to protect communities and hold facilities accountable for controll
and cleaning up the contamination created by decades of coal ash dispo
Law & Policy Coal combustion residuals (C@Roal ash), a byproduct of burning coal in

coakfired power plants, contains contaminants like mercury, cadmium, ar
arsenic that without proper management can pollute waterways,
groundwater, drinking water, and the alRead more here

Photo by Marla Stelk, ASWM
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https://www.weforum.org/reports/biodivercities-by-2030-transforming-cities-relationship-with-nature
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/590023-nearly-half-of-gdp-in-cities-at-risk-of-disruption-from-nature-loss
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/588409-youngkin-to-nominate-former-trump-epa-administrator-wheeler-to-va
https://thehill.com/people/andrew-wheelerr
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/589794-150-ex-epa-staffers-ask-virginia-lawmakers-to-oppose-wheeler
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-names-long-island-sound-estuary-as-protected-place
https://coast.noaa.gov/nerrs/
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/environment/589789-noaa-names-long-island-sound-estuary-as-a
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-takes-key-steps-protect-groundwater-coal-ash-contamination
https://aswm.org/
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/about-aswm
https://www.aswm.org/publications
https://aswm.org/science
https://aswm.org/wetland-programs
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law

USDA to Invest up to $225 Million in Partn@riven Conservation on Agricultural and Forest Land

USDA Natural Resources Gervation Service January 13, 2022

The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced up to $225 million in available funding for conservation
partners through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). RCPP is-drpamtngrogram that
leverages collective resourcesto firdl 6 dzi A 2y a (2 | RRNB&a yI GdzNFf NBa2c
funding announcements include opportunities for projects that address climate change, benefit historically
underserved producers and support urban agricultiRead more here

CBF Assesses the State of the Blueprint: Success in Jeopardy, Time Running Out, Leadership Mostly Lackir

Chesapeake Bay Foundatigdanuary 7, 2022

With less than four years to go to meet the 2025 implementation deadline of the Chesapeake Clean Water Bl
anew Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) assesefithiet collective progress by the three primary Bay states fo
that without significant aceleration the Blueprint will be yet another failed effort to restore this national
treasure.Read more here

TATE WET.
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MENTORSHIP FEB.15]|10 AM CT
ROUND TABLE EVENT

Pull up a virtual chair & join this Hear about the many (surprising!)
critical discussion hosted by the ways to pursue a career in wetlands

Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS)

& the Association of State Wetland o FRCHES S e Sl e

offerings to support students

Managers (ASWM) through mentoring
REGISTER TODAY! Help shape a mentorship program to
https://bit.ly/WWA meet your needs!

Conf22

The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) and the Society of Wetland Scientist (SWS) will be
hosting a Roundtable: Mentoring the Next Generation of Wetland Professionals at the Wisconsin
Wetlands Association Annual Wetland Science Conference on Tuesday, February 15, 2022. Facilitators will
be Marla Stelk, ASWM and Greg Noe, SWS.

Students can register for free! More Information is available here.
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https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1870452
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/chesapeake-clean-water-blueprint/2021-state-of-the-blueprint/
https://www.cbf.org/news-media/newsroom/2022/all/cbf-assesses-the-state-of-the-blueprint-success-in-jeopardy-time-running-out-leadership-mostly-lacking.html
https://www.eventleaf.com/e/WSC2022
https://www.eventleaf.com/e/WSC2022
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March 28-April 1, 2022
National Conservation Training Center

QCIATION OF
OVYNYIW ANV

Shepherdstown, 'WV = : }: : SV Gua

We inviteyouto joinusfor ASWM6és Annual State/ Tri bal
Meeting, to be held at the National Conservation Training Center (NCTC) from
March 28-April 1, 2022. The purpose of this annual meeting is to support state

and tribal wetland program managers, and other wetland professionals as they
respond to challenges in the coming year. Although we are currently scheduled

to be at the NCTC, we will be monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic very closely

and will follow all federal guidelines and mandates related to the pandemic. If
circumstances require it, we will shift the meeting to a fully virtual format.

Registration
Opening
Soon

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS: DUE FEBRUARY 7, 2022

All abstracts must address wetland-related issues relevant to the agenda topics for the 2022 Annual
State/Tribal/Federal Coordination Meeting:

Sharing the Marsh: Approaches to Engaging Under-resourced Communities in Wetland Protections
Passing the Will-O éNisp: Continuity and Mentorship for Staffing Changes

Foraging for Funds: Sticking Your Straw into the Infrastructure Pot for Climate Resiliency Staying
Afloat: Regulatory Changes and Updates for States and Tribes
Learning to Fly: Advances in Tools and Technology

Building Your Nest: Developing a Community of Practice through Effective Outreach and
Communications

For More Information and to Submit an Abstract, Please Go Here

JON A. KUSLER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: DUE FEBRUARY 7, 2022

The Jon A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award was created in 2020 to honor the legacy of the late Dr.
Jon A. Kusler, Esq., ASWM6s founder and one of the most i n
wetland and floodplain science, policy, and law. This competitive award funds all expenses for one
ormorestudents to attend ASWM6s annual State/ Tri
open to any student with a declared major in wetland (or other aquatic resource) science, policy, law,
or a related field in either the undergraduate or graduate level.

For More Information and to Submit a Scholarship Application, Please Go Here
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https://www.aswm.org/state_meeting/2022/kusler_student_scholarship_award_2022_stfc.pdf
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Webinars

New and Recorded
Webinars &
Trainings

View a Complete
List of Webinars
Here

Sign Up to Receive
Information on
Upcoming ASWM
Webinars
Here

Photo by Marla Stelk, ASWM

Sate and Tribal News

CA: Central Valley wetlands have almost all disappeared

ByVaniaPatino and JaNell Gorg23ABC News December 31, 2021
Central Valley is known for oil and agriculture, but it's also a desired
destination for more than 100 million birds. That is because the wetlands
that were here decades ago have made this area part of their migration
pattern. Because of city growt#ind dimate change wetlands have almost ¢
disappeared, but could there be a solution now that several state
organizations are working to protect these bird habit&sad more here

Chickahominy Tribe: Northam announces historic land acquisition for
Chickahominy Tribe

Augusta Free Pregslanuary 11, 2021

The Chickahominy Tribe hasaequired Mamanahunta historic site of more
than 800 acres in Charles City County that holds deep cultural significan
the tribe. The tribe has purchased Mamanahunt, a peninsula in the heart
GKS yOoSaaNrt flyRa Ff2y3a GKS NR
GAYSZT bPodp YAfEtAZ2Y FLILINBLINAIFGAZY
The transaction was finalized on December 30, 2@2iickahominy tribal
leaders said they will preserve the natural resources of the waterfront lar
while pursuing historic and edutianal outreach opportunities that will
generate economic development for the Tribal Nation as well as the loca
business communityRead morenere.

FL: Kennedy Space Center plans its own wetlands mitigation bank

Jim Waymer, Florida Today December 31, 2021

Kennedy Space Center is not a place that comes to mind when talking a
environmental conservation. Often the center has beentdrget of angry
environmentalists fighting NASA plans to construct more launchpads at t
SELISyasS 2F (GKS dzyAljdzS KlIoAdlrd GK
spaceport. But the NASA centaas recently identifiedhree swathes of
land,totaling 134acres, tlat it plans to set aside to make up for the
wetlands it needs to fill in or destroy in the coming years so that the
agencycancontinue its mission to dominate space, accordingitavs 6
partner Florida TodaySetting asidéandto offset habitat destruction
because of pending development is known as mitigation banking the
Y2@3S YIEN] A& Y{/ Q& ¥FAR&Gdmoe2dNd & Ay
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https://www.turnto23.com/news/local-news/central-valley-wetlands-have-almost-all-disappeared
https://augustafreepress.com/northam-announces-historic-land-acquisition-for-chickahominy-tribe/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://madmimi.com/signups/daeac7fe1b214a948b282bff20ac516a/join
https://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/aswm_webinar_recordings.pdf
https://www.aswm.org/webinars-trainings

FL: Florida has lost 44% of its wetlands since 1845. What is the environmental impact?

By Tony JudnicNorthwest Florida Daily NewsDecember 31, 2021

While some folks might view them as medsyg-infested places to avoid, swamps, marshes and other types
of wetlandsprovide numerous benefits to people, flora and fauléetlands are areas wie water covers the soil
or is present either at or near the surface of the soil all year or for varying periods of time during the year, in
during the growing seasoiorthwest Florida Water Management Distratvironmental scientist David Clayton
AFAR AY Iy SYFAf® a¢KS LINAYIFNE FFEOG2N GKIG RAAGA
characteristic vegetation of aquatic plants, adapted to the unique oxlg®i5 S K& RNA Csaidh 2 A f a3
G2SiftlryRa NS O2yaARSNBR FY2y3 GKS Yz2ald oAaz2f23AC
of unique plant and animal specidgead more here

MA: Coalition launches project to restore water quality in Buttonwood Brook and Apponagansett Bay

Buzzards Bay CoalitiarDecember 28, 2021

The Coalition has launel a collaborative effort to complete the science to identify pollution sources in
Buttonwood Brook in New Bedford and Apponagansett Bay in Dartmouth. The study represents the first phe
larger project to bring two municipalities together to colleely develop a comprehensive action plan for one o
the most challenging and impacted urban ecosystems in the Buzzards Bay waténsiedition to the City of
New Bedford and the Town of Dartmouth, the partnership includes the Buzzards Bay Nationgt Esbgaam,
Buttonwood Park Zoo, Friends of Buttonwood Park, Woodwell Climate Research Center, Marine Biological
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and the Dartmouth Natural Resource Rasst.more here

MI: Kids Creek Project Restores Habitat and Food Sources for Great Lakes Fish

NOAA FisheriesJanuary 5, 2022

bh! ! Qa LITMIV§tSINEl Center Grand Traverse aently completed a project to restore habitat an
improve fish passage on Kids Creek in Traverse City, Michigan. The effort received more than $1.5 million i
funding through theGreat Lakes Restoration InitiativEhrough this work, our partners are helping enhance
KFoAdGFd YR F22R a2dz2NDSa F2NJ FAaK alLISOASa adzOK |
to a decline ilmacroinvertebrates small aquatic animals such as snails, worms, and insect larvae. Sediment
stormwater runoff have led to a loss of macroinvertate habitat, causing a decrease in their populatidgRsad
more here

NC: Commission to vote on permanent wetland protectiomes

CoastalReview.orgJanuary 7, 2022

The North Carolina Environmental Management Commission will meet Thursday to consider adopting perm
rules that will fill in a permitting gap made by recent changes to Clean Water Act Federal Jurisdistieticiods
in certain landscape positions. The permitting gap applies to federally nonjurisdictional wetlands, which are
isolated but have a direct connection to downstream waters, as defined in the Navigable Waters Protection
These wetlands are nonger jurisdictional, subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, but remain protect
GKS a0l GSe® CAyFftATAy3 (KS&aS NHzZA Sa éAftf GLINRDARS

ARSY(GATFASR FWdzNRCGSRRAEDUTRS y@h et gocumentsRead more here

b, Y tdzZNLJX S al NIIAyad ¢KNAGS ! 3LAYy Ay bSg . 2Nl Q& b

Contact: Taylor GillespeU.S. Environmental Protection Agergcyanuary 6, 2022

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the New York State Office of Parks, Reeedtitistoric
Preservatiorand New York State Department of Environmental Conservéiday announced that purple martin
are returning toa 13.5acre marsh near Buckhorn Island State Park, in the Town of Grand Island, NY (Erie Ci
Along with several additional habitat projects, approximately $5.5 million of Great Lakes Restoratativéniti
(GLRI) funding has gone towards restoring and protecting the marsh habitat. Rock reefs have been establis
prevent erosion and extensive vegetation has been planted in the marsh, known as Grasskstahchore here
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https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/classification-and-types-wetlands#undefined
https://www.nwfdailynews.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2021/12/31/florida-officials-working-restore-protect-wetlands-many-ecological-benefits/9032646002/
https://www.savebuzzardsbay.org/news/buttonwood-brook-water-quality/
https://www.gtbay.org/
https://www.glri.us/
https://www.epa.gov/national-aquatic-resource-surveys/indicators-benthic-macroinvertebrates
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/kids-creek-project-restores-habitat-and-food-sources-great-lakes-fish
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/kids-creek-project-restores-habitat-and-food-sources-great-lakes-fish
https://coastalreview.org/2022/01/commission-to-vote-on-permanent-wetland-protection-rules/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/purple-martins-thrive-again-new-yorks-niagara-river-area-concern


























































