
Dear Wetlanders,  
 
I hope the new year is starting off on a positive note for all of you. Although the after-holidays increase in 
COVID-19 infections nationwide has dampened our spirits a bit, I am still optimistic about our chances of 
finally moving beyond the pandemic in 2022 and back into some sense of normalcy. The Association of State 
Wetland Managers (ASWM) is still planning on holding its annual State/Tribal/Federal Coordination meeting in 
person March 28 - April 1, 2022, at the National Conservation Training Center if circumstances allow. 
 
On the federal policy side of things, there is still a lot of activity. As you will see in my 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ Choice section, 
the decision by the Army Corps of Engineers to not rely on 404 jurisdictional permitting decisions made under 
the Navigable Waters Protection Rule is bound to create much tension and debate. I also included a story that 
gives tribute to the lives of recently deceased Thomas Lovejoy and Edward O. Wilson ς two incredibly 
prominent and pioneering naturalists. The work of Thomas Lovejoy, in particular, had a tremendous influence 
on my professional career and the world of conservation biology and ecology owe an enormous debt to both 
scientists for all their collective years of hard work and groundbreaking research. 
 
In State and Tribal News, you will find a story of particular importance to tribes regarding the U.S. 
9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘdraw and reconsider a Trump administration decision to 
grant Oklahoma authority over environmental issues on tribal land. This decision could have far reaching 
implications for tribal sovereignty. And in Potpourri, we have included an inspiring story about how one 
scientist/artist is using her talents to create sculptures exploring the effects of sea-level rise.  
 
L ŀƭǎƻ ŀƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ !ǳŘǊŀ aŀǊǘƛƴΣ !{²aΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 

editorial responsibilities for Wetland News Digest starting next month. As always, if you have any news stories 

to share with us, please send them to news@aswm.org.  

Best wishes for a healthy and productive 2022! 

Marla J. Stelk 
Editor, Wetland News Digest 
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Editorõs Choice 
  

Clean Water Act policy could spur widespread disarray  
 
By Hannah Northey ς E&E News ς January 14, 2022 
The Biden administration last week quietly and abruptly announced that 
developers can no longer rely on decisions made under a high-profile 
Trump-era Clean Water Act rule about which waters are federally protected 
to obtain new permits. Legal experts say the move could have far-reaching 
effects throughout the building, mining and agricultural sectors. At issue is 
a Jan. 5 post on the Army Corps of Engineers website explaining the agency 
ǿƛƭƭ άƴƻǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴέ ŀƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ άƧǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
the Trump-ŜǊŀ bŀǾƛƎŀōƭŜ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ wǳƭŜ άƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ 
ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΦέ 9t! ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ 
and its possible ramifications. Read more here. 
 
Ψ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀǿ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΥ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ŜŀƪŜȅΣ 9ŘǿŀǊŘ h ²ƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 
Lovejoy remembered 
 
By Patrick Greenfield ς The Guardian ς January 13, 2022 
hǾŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƛǎǘǎ 
died. Thomas Lovejoy, a conservation biologist credited with popularising 
the term άōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ and a passionate defender of the Amazon, died on 
25 December. A day later, Edward O Wilson, known to many as the 
άƳƻŘŜǊƴ-day 5ŀǊǿƛƴέ, died in Burlington, Massachusetts. On 2 January, 
Richard Leakey, a world-renowned Kenyan conservationist who helped 
establish Africa as the birthplace of humankind, died at his home in Nairobi. 
Read more here.  
 
Original caretakers: Indigenous groups team up with conservationists to 
protect swaths of US 
 
By Hallie Golden ς The Guardian ς January 3, 2022 
In 2020, an environmental non-profit returned over a dozen acres in 
Oregon to the Clatsop-Nehalem Confederated Tribes. Two months later, a 
conservation group worked with the Esselen Tribe of Monterey county to 
return more than 1,000 acres in California to the tribal group. And then late 
last year, in one of the largest transfers of its kind, an environmental 
organization returned thousands of acres of wildlife rangeland 
in Washington state to the Colville Tribes. Read more here. 

  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Marla Stelk, ASWM 

 

 

 

https://www.usace.army.mil/Media/Announcements/Article/2888988/5-january-2022-navigable-waters-protection-rule-vacatur/
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/dec/27/edward-o-wilson-naturalist-modern-day-darwin-dies
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2022/jan/02/fossil-hunter-richard-leakey-who-showed-humans-evolved-in-africa-dies-at-77
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/13/they-saw-bigger-things-richard-leakey-edward-o-wilson-and-thomas-lovejoy-remembered-aoe
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/washington-state
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/jan/03/original-caretakers-indigenous-groups-team-up-with-conservationists-to-protect-swaths-of-us?bbeml=tp-pck9Q6QNPEiuBt3JmyTokQ.joLPWOPHaoEKyP5UMCKpo1w.rjRX59RKIDEKU_Jix2eTgJg.lhPHKmKF3B0-OuFtuS4ieRg
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
https://www.aswm.org/publications/wetland-news-digest
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Transforming Communications with the Public about Water Quality: How 

to Use EPA's "How's My Waterway" Data Application 

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 ï 3:00 p.m.ï4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Presenter: 

Kiki Schneider, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

 
 

Coastal Wetland Migration as a Climate Change Resiliency Strategy: 

Conservation Planning and Decision Making 

Wednesday, February 23, 2022 ï 3:00 p.m.ï4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Presenter: 

Mary Schoell, NOAA Digital Coast Fellow 

 

 

Managing Impacts to Wetlands from Solar Development 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 ï 3:00 p.m.ï4:30 p.m. Eastern 

Presenter: 

Laura Lapierre, Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation 

 
 
 
 
A Certificate of Participation to be used toward Continuing Education Credits will be available 

for this webinar. Free Certificates of Participation are a benefit of ASWM membership. Non-

Members who request a certificate will be charged a processing fee of $25.00. Certificates are 

not available for viewing recorded webinars. Click here for more Information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Register Now 

Register Now 

Register Now 

More Information 

More Information 

More Information 

https://www.aswm.org/join-aswm
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/9887-about-certificates-of-participation
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5940111988481693966
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2519683047250994703
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/7915004197094159120
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#mem012621
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members042822
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/aswm-webinarscalls/2958-members-webinar-series#members022322
https://www.aswm.org/join-aswm
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National News 

 

 

  
Nearly half of GDP in cities at risk of disruption from nature loss 
 
By Zack Budryk ς The Hill ς January 17, 2022 
[ƻǎǎ ƻŦ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǘƻ Ϸом ǘǊƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƛǘƛŜǎΩ ƎǊƻǎǎ 
domestic product (GDP) at risk, according to research released Monday by the 
World Economic Forum. More than 70 percent of the 576 biggest urban 
centers worldwide, comprising more than 1.4 billion people, are at elevated or 
extreme risk from environmental hazards like pollution, water contamination 
or extreme heat, according to the report. Read more here. 
 
150 ex-EPA staffers ask Virginia lawmakers to oppose Wheeler nomination 

 
By Rachel Frazin ς The Hill ς January 14, 2022 
More than 150 former Environmental Protection Agency employees are urging 
±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ƭŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƻǇǇƻǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳƳǇ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
EPA chief to a high-ranking environmental position. In an open letter written 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŜƴŀǘƻǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜs asked them to oppose 
the impending nomination of Andrew Wheeler, a former coal lobbyist, to 
serve as the state's Natural Resources Secretary. Read more here. 

 
NOAA names Long Island Sound estuary as a protected place 
 
By Brooke Migdon ς The Hill ς January 14, 2022 
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration on Friday designated a 
new national estuarine research reserve in Long Island Sound. The 
Connecticut National Estuarine Research Reserve spans more than 52,000 
acres across the southeastern part of the state, NOAA said in a news release. 
The ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ National Estuarine Research Reserve System is a network of 
coastal sites designated to study estuarine systems, where freshwater from 
bodies of water like rivers mixes with saltwater from the ocean. Estuaries are 
home to diverse plant and animal communities which have adapted to 
brackish water, or a mix of freshwater and saltwater. Read more here.  

 
EPA Takes Key Steps to Protect Groundwater from Coal Ash Contamination 
 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ς January 14, 2022 
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is taking several 
actions to protect communities and hold facilities accountable for controlling 
and cleaning up the contamination created by decades of coal ash disposal. 
Coal combustion residuals (CCR or coal ash), a byproduct of burning coal in 
coal-fired power plants, contains contaminants like mercury, cadmium, and 
arsenic that without proper management can pollute waterways, 
groundwater, drinking water, and the air. Read more here. 

 
 
 
 

Î About ASWM 

Î Publications 

ÎScience 

Î Wetland Programs  

ÎLaw & Policy 

  

Photo by Marla Stelk, ASWM 

https://www.weforum.org/reports/biodivercities-by-2030-transforming-cities-relationship-with-nature
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/590023-nearly-half-of-gdp-in-cities-at-risk-of-disruption-from-nature-loss
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/588409-youngkin-to-nominate-former-trump-epa-administrator-wheeler-to-va
https://thehill.com/people/andrew-wheelerr
https://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/589794-150-ex-epa-staffers-ask-virginia-lawmakers-to-oppose-wheeler
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-names-long-island-sound-estuary-as-protected-place
https://coast.noaa.gov/nerrs/
https://thehill.com/changing-america/sustainability/environment/589789-noaa-names-long-island-sound-estuary-as-a
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-takes-key-steps-protect-groundwater-coal-ash-contamination
https://aswm.org/
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law/policy-documents
https://www.aswm.org/aswm/about-aswm
https://www.aswm.org/publications
https://aswm.org/science
https://aswm.org/wetland-programs
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law
https://www.aswm.org/wetlands-law
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USDA to Invest up to $225 Million in Partner-Driven Conservation on Agricultural and Forest Land 
 
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service ς January 13, 2022 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture today announced up to $225 million in available funding for conservation 
partners through the Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP). RCPP is a partner-driven program that 
leverages collective resources to find sƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
funding announcements include opportunities for projects that address climate change, benefit historically 
underserved producers and support urban agriculture. Read more here. 
 

CBF Assesses the State of the Blueprint: Success in Jeopardy, Time Running Out, Leadership Mostly Lacking  

Chesapeake Bay Foundation ς January 7, 2022 
With less than four years to go to meet the 2025 implementation deadline of the Chesapeake Clean Water Blueprint, 
a new Chesapeake Bay Foundation (CBF) assessment of the collective progress by the three primary Bay states found 
that without significant acceleration the Blueprint will be yet another failed effort to restore this national 
treasure. Read more here. 

 
  
  
 

 

  

The Association of State Wetland Managers (ASWM) and the Society of Wetland Scientist (SWS) will be 
hosting a Roundtable: Mentoring the Next Generation of Wetland Professionals at the Wisconsin 
Wetlands Association Annual Wetland Science Conference on Tuesday, February 15, 2022. Facilitators will 
be Marla Stelk, ASWM and Greg Noe, SWS. 

Students can register for free!                 More Information is available here. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/newsroom/releases/?cid=NRCSEPRD1870452
https://www.cbf.org/how-we-save-the-bay/chesapeake-clean-water-blueprint/2021-state-of-the-blueprint/
https://www.cbf.org/news-media/newsroom/2022/all/cbf-assesses-the-state-of-the-blueprint-success-in-jeopardy-time-running-out-leadership-mostly-lacking.html
https://www.eventleaf.com/e/WSC2022
https://www.eventleaf.com/e/WSC2022
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Photo by Laura Burchill, ASWM 

We invite you to join us for ASWMôs Annual State/Tribal/Federal Coordination  

Meeting, to be held at the National Conservation Training Center (NCTC) from  

March 28-April 1, 2022. The purpose of this annual meeting is to support state  

and tribal wetland program managers, and other wetland professionals as they  

respond to challenges in the coming year. Although we are currently scheduled  

to be at the NCTC, we will be monitoring the COVID-19 pandemic very closely  

and will follow all federal guidelines and mandates related to the pandemic. If  

circumstances require it, we will shift the meeting to a fully virtual format. 

 

CALL FOR ABSTRACTS: DUE FEBRUARY 7, 2022 

All abstracts must address wetland-related issues relevant to the agenda topics for the 2022 Annual 
State/Tribal/Federal Coordination Meeting: 

ü Sharing the Marsh: Approaches to Engaging Under-resourced Communities in Wetland Protections 

ü Passing the Will-Oô-Wisp: Continuity and Mentorship for Staffing Changes 

ü Foraging for Funds: Sticking Your Straw into the Infrastructure Pot for Climate Resiliency Staying 
Afloat: Regulatory Changes and Updates for States and Tribes 

ü Learning to Fly: Advances in Tools and Technology 

ü Building Your Nest: Developing a Community of Practice through Effective Outreach and 
Communications 

 

 

JON A. KUSLER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP AWARD: DUE FEBRUARY 7, 2022 

The Jon A. Kusler Student Scholarship Award was created in 2020 to honor the legacy of the late Dr. 
Jon A. Kusler, Esq., ASWMôs founder and one of the most influential thinkers of our time regarding 
wetland and floodplain science, policy, and law. This competitive award funds all expenses for one 
or more students to attend ASWMôs annual State/Tribal/Federal Coordination (STFC) Meeting and is 
open to any student with a declared major in wetland (or other aquatic resource) science, policy, law, 
or a related field in either the undergraduate or graduate level. 

 

For More Information and to Submit a Scholarship Application, Please Go Here 

 

For More Information and to Submit an Abstract,  Please Go Here 

 

Registration 

Opening  

Soon 

 

https://www.aswm.org/state_meeting/2022/kusler_student_scholarship_award_2022_stfc.pdf
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting-call-for-abstracts
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
https://www.aswm.org/2022-annual-state-tribal-federal-coordination-meeting
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State and Tribal News 

 

 

 

  
CA: Central Valley wetlands have almost all disappeared 
 
By Vania Patino and JaNell Gore ς 23ABC News ς December 31, 2021 
Central Valley is known for oil and agriculture, but it's also a desired 
destination for more than 100 million birds. That is because the wetlands 
that were here decades ago have made this area part of their migration 
pattern. Because of city growth and climate change wetlands have almost all 
disappeared, but could there be a solution now that several state 
organizations are working to protect these bird habitats. Read more here. 
 
Chickahominy Tribe: Northam announces historic land acquisition for 
Chickahominy Tribe  
 
Augusta Free Press ς January 11, 2021 
The Chickahominy Tribe has re-acquired Mamanahunt, a historic site of more 
than 800 acres in Charles City County that holds deep cultural significance for 
the tribe. The tribe has purchased Mamanahunt, a peninsula in the heart of 
ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎŜǎǘǊŀƭ ƭŀƴŘǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƻƴŜ-
ǘƛƳŜΣ ϷоΦр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ bƻǊǘƘŀƳΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōǳŘƎŜǘΦ 
The transaction was finalized on December 30, 2021. Chickahominy tribal 
leaders said they will preserve the natural resources of the waterfront land 
while pursuing historic and educational outreach opportunities that will 
generate economic development for the Tribal Nation as well as the local 
business community. Read more here. 
 
FL: Kennedy Space Center plans its own wetlands mitigation bank  

 
Jim Waymer ς Florida Today ς December 31, 2021 
Kennedy Space Center is not a place that comes to mind when talking about 
environmental conservation. Often the center has been the target of angry 
environmentalists fighting NASA plans to construct more launchpads at the 
ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǇǊŜŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ 
spaceport. But the NASA center has recently identified three swathes of 
land, totaling 134 acres, that it plans to set aside to make up for the 
wetlands it needs to fill in or destroy in the coming years so that the 
agency can continue its mission to dominate space, according to News 6 
partner Florida Today. Setting aside land to offset habitat destruction 
because of pending development is known as mitigation banking, and the 
ƳƻǾŜ ƳŀǊƪǎ Y{/Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ. Read more here. 
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https://www.turnto23.com/news/local-news/central-valley-wetlands-have-almost-all-disappeared
https://augustafreepress.com/northam-announces-historic-land-acquisition-for-chickahominy-tribe/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/environment/2021/12/31/kennedy-space-center-plans-mitigation-bank-offset-loss-wetlands-spaceport-florida/6419083001/
https://madmimi.com/signups/daeac7fe1b214a948b282bff20ac516a/join
https://www.aswm.org/pdf_lib/aswm_webinar_recordings.pdf
https://www.aswm.org/webinars-trainings


8 | WND 
 

FL: Florida has lost 44% of its wetlands since 1845. What is the environmental impact?  

By Tony Judnich ς Northwest Florida Daily News ς December 31, 2021 
While some folks might view them as messy, bug-infested places to avoid, swamps, marshes and other types 
of wetlands provide numerous benefits to people, flora and fauna. Wetlands are areas where water covers the soil 
or is present either at or near the surface of the soil all year or for varying periods of time during the year, including 
during the growing season, Northwest Florida Water Management District environmental scientist David Clayton 
ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜǎ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜǊǊŜǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƭŀƴŘŦƻǊƳǎ ƻǊ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
characteristic vegetation of aquatic plants, adapted to the unique oxygen-ŦǊŜŜ ƘȅŘǊƛŎ ǎƻƛƭǎΣέ /ƭŀȅǘƻƴ said. 
ά²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ 
of unique plant and animal species. Read more here. 

MA: Coalition launches project to restore water quality in Buttonwood Brook and Apponagansett Bay  

Buzzards Bay Coalition ς December 28, 2021 
The Coalition has launched a collaborative effort to complete the science to identify pollution sources in 
Buttonwood Brook in New Bedford and Apponagansett Bay in Dartmouth. The study represents the first phase of a 
larger project to bring two municipalities together to collectively develop a comprehensive action plan for one of 
the most challenging and impacted urban ecosystems in the Buzzards Bay watershed. In addition to the City of 
New Bedford and the Town of Dartmouth, the partnership includes the Buzzards Bay National Estuary Program, 
Buttonwood Park Zoo, Friends of Buttonwood Park, Woodwell Climate Research Center, Marine Biological Lab, 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and the Dartmouth Natural Resource Trust. Read more here. 

MI: Kids Creek Project Restores Habitat and Food Sources for Great Lakes Fish  

NOAA Fisheries ς January 5, 2022 
bh!!Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎ ŀǘ The Watershed Center Grand Traverse Bay recently completed a project to restore habitat and 
improve fish passage on Kids Creek in Traverse City, Michigan. The effort received more than $1.5 million in NOAA 
funding through the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. Through this work, our partners are helping enhance 
Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻƻŘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŦƛǎƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ōǊƻƻƪ ǘǊƻǳǘΦ YƛŘǎ /ǊŜŜƪ ƛǎ ƻƴ aƛŎƘƛƎŀƴΩǎ LƳǇŀƛǊŜŘ ²ŀǘŜǊǎ [ƛǎǘΣ ŘǳŜ 
to a decline in macroinvertebratesτsmall aquatic animals such as snails, worms, and insect larvae. Sediment and 
stormwater runoff have led to a loss of macroinvertebrate habitat, causing a decrease in their populations. Read 
more here. 

NC: Commission to vote on permanent wetland protection rules  

CoastalReview.org ς January 7, 2022 
The North Carolina Environmental Management Commission will meet Thursday to consider adopting permanent 
rules that will fill in a permitting gap made by recent changes to Clean Water Act Federal Jurisdiction for wetlands 
in certain landscape positions. The permitting gap applies to federally nonjurisdictional wetlands, which are not 
isolated but have a direct connection to downstream waters, as defined in the Navigable Waters Protection Rule. 
These wetlands are no longer jurisdictional, subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, but remain protected by 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ CƛƴŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ άǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǘƘǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ǘƻ ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨCŜŘŜǊŀƭƭȅ bƻƴ-WǳǊƛǎŘƛŎǘƛƻƴŀƭΩΣέ according to meeting documents. Read more here. 
 
b¸Υ tǳǊǇƭŜ aŀǊǘƛƴǎ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜ !Ǝŀƛƴ ƛƴ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ bƛŀƎŀǊŀ wƛǾŜǊ !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴ 

Contact: Taylor Gillespie ς U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ς January 6, 2022 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation and New York State Department of Environmental Conservation today announced that purple martins 
are returning to a 13.5-acre marsh near Buckhorn Island State Park, in the Town of Grand Island, NY (Erie County). 
Along with several additional habitat projects, approximately $5.5 million of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
(GLRI) funding has gone towards restoring and protecting the marsh habitat. Rock reefs have been established to 
prevent erosion and extensive vegetation has been planted in the marsh, known as Grass Island. Read more here. 

https://www.epa.gov/wetlands/classification-and-types-wetlands#undefined
https://www.nwfdailynews.com/story/lifestyle/nature-wildlife/2021/12/31/florida-officials-working-restore-protect-wetlands-many-ecological-benefits/9032646002/
https://www.savebuzzardsbay.org/news/buttonwood-brook-water-quality/
https://www.gtbay.org/
https://www.glri.us/
https://www.epa.gov/national-aquatic-resource-surveys/indicators-benthic-macroinvertebrates
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/kids-creek-project-restores-habitat-and-food-sources-great-lakes-fish
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/kids-creek-project-restores-habitat-and-food-sources-great-lakes-fish
https://coastalreview.org/2022/01/commission-to-vote-on-permanent-wetland-protection-rules/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/purple-martins-thrive-again-new-yorks-niagara-river-area-concern







































