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WETLAND RESTORATION EVOLUTION 

• North American Waterfowl Conservation Act 
• Waterbank Program (SCS) 
• Partners for Wildlife 
• Reinvestment in Minnesota (RIM) 
• State Wildlife Programs 
• Wetland Reserve Program 
• Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program 

(CREP) 
• Wetland Reserve Enhancement Program (WREP) 



WETLAND RESTORATION PROGRAMS 

•Large National Programs 
•Often Located in Different 
State Agencies 

•Historic Focus on Wildlife 
•New Tools Under Development 
Provide Enormous Potential 



STATE RESTORATION PROGRAMS 

• 19 States Include a Wetland Restoration as a Core 
Element in their Wetland Program Plan 
 

They are: California, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, 
Kansas, Massachusetts, Montana, Maine, Nebraska, 
New Mexico, New Hampshire, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Utah, Virginia, Vermont, Wisconsin, West 
Virginia 



COMMON THEMES 

• Watershed Approach/Protection 
• Use monitoring information to set priorities 

and measure success 
• Use maps 
• Works with Partners 
• Develop Outreach materials 
•  Promote application of successful 

restoration science 



COMMON THEMES 

• Study benefits of wetland restoration 
• Develop and/or identify funding 

sources 
• Communication and Coordination 
• Link to TMDL’s, Nonpoint source, and 

other Clean Water Act 
• Link to Conservation  Programs 

 
 



GEORGIA 

Promote and, where appropriate, implement voluntary efforts designed to 
protect and prevent the decline of wetland conditions [ongoing]  
 
•  Utilize appropriate GIS tools to identify and prioritize wetlands for 
protection and restoration efforts;  
 
• Evaluate available guidance on wetland protection and restoration 
techniques and success measures; 
 
•  Research, and where appropriate, implement wetland protection and 
restoration project(s);  
 
• Evaluate and provide funding to projects aimed at studying the water 
quantity and quality benefits of wetlands (e.g., erosion control, buffering 
stormwater impacts, assimilation of nutrients);  
 
•  Promote restoration efforts designed to improve water quality, achieve 
compliance with water quality standards in impaired waters or priority 
watersheds, and/or generate commercial, recreational and aesthetic benefits. 

 



MONTANA 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT, VULNERABLE WETLANDS, AND PUBLIC POLICY 
ACTIONS 

 
• Integrate wetland and riparian area conservation, management, and 

restoration into local, state, and federal watershed planning and 
assessment programs and processes.  
 

• Support the ASFPM Assessment recommendations (7/11) to map 
Montana’s floodplains and riverine hazards (inundation, ice jam, lateral 
erosion), institute no adverse impact floodplain management, and 
identify and promote high standards to protect natural and beneficial 
floodplain functions.  
 

•  Develop a channel erosion hazard and historic stream channel mapping 
and pursue funding to generate this data and for channel migration zone 
(CMZ) studies for local government land use decision-making and 
wetland and riparian protection approaches. 5 

  
• Research, develop, and distribute technical assistance resources to assist 

local government decision making to conserve and protect wetland and 
riparian resources and vegetative buffers. 
 



MONTANA 
  

 6. Develop a network of natural high quality reference wetlands for all 
wetland types based on their type and landscape position. Develop 
restoration trajectories based on monitoring data from past and current 
successful wetland restoration projects.  

 
7. Identify rare, vulnerable, or important wetlands and prioritize for 
restoration/ protection and identify and prioritize restorable wetlands. 
 
8. Develop, promote and demonstrate techniques and technical 
assistance resources for living with beaver and effectively using beaver as 
tool for restoring wetland and riparian areas. 
 
 9. Develop an active wetland and riparian restoration program on the 
more than 5 million acres of state-owned and state-managed lands and 
prioritize for water quality limited stream reaches and watersheds needing 
restoration. 

 
 10.Develop and provide wetland restoration, management and protection 
guidance to the DEQ open cut mining program, major facility siting act 
projects, storm water runoff program, and other Clean Water Act and 
Montana Water Quality Act programs. 



OREGON – STREAMLINING PERMITTING 

 



WISCONSIN 

 



WISCONSIN 





THANK YOU! 
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