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naslex ̫ - lifeblood of the Reservation



“not only do the people have a historic spiritual cultural connection to 
wetlands, they also have a physical subsistence connection..."

- Kootenai Culture Committee



Climatic changes 
mean cultural 
changes



Waters of the 
Flathead Indian 
Reservation

5% of total area is Flathead Lake

40,000+ acres of wetlands 

1,000 linear miles of 
perennial rivers and streams



Wetland resources

 Kettle ponds and pingos

 Reservoirs

 Forested wetlands

 Limited lakeshore marsh

Wet meadows



Common yellowthroat (Geothlypis trichas)
on cattail (typha latifolia)



Destruction

 Crop and animal agriculture

 Encroaching development and   
transportation corridors

 Illegal OHV recreation



 Loss of soil moisture in drought conditions

 Shifts in biological communities

 Invasive species pressure

Climate change 
and our

aquatic resources



Climatic changes mean    
cultural changes

 “Water refugees”

 Changes to ecological conditions of Salish, Pend 
d’Orielle, and Kootenai place-names

 Recreational and economic losses
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1999 Wetland 
Conservation 

Plan

Synthesizes information from:

 1992 NWI mapping, subsequent field visits

 Flathead Indian Irrigation Project data

 MT Dept. Transportation projects

Establishes goals using:

 ALCO and Shoreline Ordinances

 1995 Forestry Management Plan

 SKQ Dam and other mitigation settlements
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2004 

ROTATING 
BASIN 

ASSESSMENTS
BEGIN

(using the Montana 
Wetland Assessment 

Method)



2019 

CULTURAL WATERWAYS ORDINANCE



2021 

MONTANA 
WATER RIGHTS 

PROTECTION 
ACT
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FY22-24 
Wetland Program Development Grants

Tribal WPDG

1. Survey
2. Trends analyses, 

Reservation-wide
3. Update each watershed 

profile
4. Establish and facilitate 

WCP advisory committee 

Region 8 WPDG

1. Monitoring and 
assessment of two 
watersheds

2. Trends analyses for both
3. Outreach and education



Monitoring & 
Assessment

 Further monitoring of ALCO project 
sites?

 Development of CSKT’s own assessment 
method?

Wetland ID, delineation, and assessment 
training for more CSKT staff



Compensatory Mitigation & ALCO

What policies can better enforce these ratios, or should they be changed?

Are these ratios enough to compensate for ecological losses?

Has mitigation been applied on “all reservation waters,” not just WOTUS?



WETLAND WATER QUALITY 
STANDARDS

 Numeric vs narrative criteria

 Ecological function based?

EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

 SKC internships, employment

 Citizen science monitoring 

program

 Online presence/information



THANK YOU!
Blair Libby

Wetlands Conservation Plan Coordinator 
Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Office (406) 883-2888 x7211
Email blair.libby@cskt.org
Web csktnrd.org
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