
DKey: Determination Key

Geospatial Data

DKeys can leverage maps and a 
user-drawn project location to 
automatically answer geospatially-
based questions. 

What is a Determination Key?

DKeys are logically-structured 
sets of questions which assist a 
user in determining whether a 
project qualifies for a 
predetermined consultation 
outcome based on an existing 
programmatic consultation or 
internal USFWS standing 
analysis.

DKeys are delivered through the 
Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) web 
application.

Visit:
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac

Sample Dkey

Sample geospatial questions

https://ecos.fws.gov/epm


Data Management

DKeys collect and store project 
information that can be queried 
and analyzed at anytime.

Data gathering and input is no 
longer a separate work step as it is 
built into the DKey process.

Time investment vs. payoff for USFWS biologists
Investment: Time to develop DKeys depends on the complexity of existing programmatic consultation (or internal standing 
analysis). On average, a biologist familiar with an existing programmatic consultation can provide all the necessary information 
for coding the DKey to the IPaC team in a few weeks. New programmatic consultations can take months to develop, but time 
can be saved if they are intentionally developed for delivery via IPaC. 

Payoff: DKeys are a valuable tool in providing consistent, transparent, and expeditious responses to requests for consultation, 
and for automating responses on projects which are similar in nature. Ideally, they can be established to handle “routine” 
consultations, thereby allowing biologists to focus on more complex projects.  Time savings is realized both through automated 
processing of the consultation and also in automated data collection. 

Automated 
Responses

DKeys generate automated 
USFWS responses for projects 
that are consistent with the 
underlying programmatic 
consultation or internal standing 
analysis.

Automatic final consultation 
letters are logged directly into 
TAILS and the appropriate 
USFWS Field Office is notified 
of issuance.

Sample project information

Sample results
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